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Foreword

It is twenty years since Microsoft first entered the personal media space in 2006, when
they went against the competition at the time with their own digital music player and
services with Zune. The first-generation Zune included an iconic and unusual colour
for a device, brown, along with other colours. There were also accessories such as a
dock, cables, car pack, travel kit, cases and more.

2007 brought a second-generation including a more capable and larger capacity
device, the Zune 80GB or later 120GB and a more portable model in a variety of
colours, the Zune 4GB or later available in 8GB and 16GB. It was also possible to
purchase laser-engraved devices via Zune Originals, with designs from artists.
Additionally new services such as Zune Social and Zune Cards were launched
enabling sharing or discovery of music on the web, on or between devices.

2009 delivered the third-generation of Zune hardware with the Zune HD, a stunning
ultra-premium devices featuring a multi-touch OLED screen and HD radio support,
available in many colours including from Zune Originals and a range of new
accessories including updated dock enabling 720p HD video output.

Zure

Although there was no new hardware, Zune services expanded beyond the web and
dedicated devices becoming the digital entertainment brand for Xbox that brought
Music and Video to many more countries. Zune featured on Windows Phone with
Music and Video, although not Zune Social so was left to third-parties to support
those features with apps such as ZuneCardr.

Welcome to this unofficial photographic journey of the history of the Zune devices,
hardware, services and the community that keeps it alive to this day that was
originally published five years ago as a celebration for Zune.
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Content

Store up to 7,500 songs, 25,000
pictures or 100 hours of video using
the 30GB built in drive.

Create playlists on the go and watch
a slideshow while listening to music.
Watch video in landscape and get
the most of out of the vivid display.

Wireless

Spontaneously share selected full-
length tracks, homemade recordings,
playlists or pictures wirelessly from
Zune to Zune.

Display

Bright 3in / 7cm 320x420 LCD display
that works in portrait or landscape
mode, so music, video and pictures
never looked better.

Media

Zune Marketplace with a huge
selection of music from that could be
synced to the player.

Import existing music, pictures and
videos.

Personalise

Base colours were Black, White and
Brown — each combined with a
distinctive double-shot finish created
by the overlay of one colour over
another. Pink and Red limited
editions were available and could
customise the player with own
background image.
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Draco

Media

Store up to 20,000 songs, 25,000
pictures or 250 hours of video with
the 80GB built in drive or even more
with the 120GB option.

Wireless

Sync any podcasts, music and more
via WiFi or wirelessly share selected
full-length tracks, homemade
recordings, playlists and pictures
from Zune to Zune.

Display

Bright and durable 3.2in / 8.1cm
320x420 LCD display that delivers
uncompromised portable video
viewing works in portrait or
landscape mode.
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Social

Discover more with Zune Cards to
share recommendations, new music
and connect to others with similar
tastes. Get songs, albums, music
videos, podcasts and more on Zune
Marketplace.

Player

Navigate with innovative touch
controls including the Zune Pad.
Supported content recorded on
Windows Media Center, FM tuner to
listen to radio stations along with
support for games and available in
Black or Glossy Black along with Red
and Blue versions available later.
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Scorpius

Media

Store up to 1,000 songs, 25 pictures
or 12 hours of video with 4GB of
storage, along with 8GB and 16GB
options available.

Wireless

Sync podcasts, music and more
wirelessly plus share selected full-
length tracks, homemade recordings,
playlists or pictures between devices.

Display

Bright and durable 1.9in / 4.6cm
320x420 LCD display that works in
portrait or landscape mode.
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Social

Discover and share music with Zune
Cards for recommendations, new
music and connect to others with
similar tastes. Get songs, albums,
music videos, podcasts and more on
Zune Marketplace.

Player

Navigate with innovative touch
controls including the Zune Pad.
Super-slim and ultra portable and
available in Red, Green, Pink and
Black along with Blue later.
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Pavo

Media

Store 4,000 songs, 25,000 pictures,
5 hours of HD video from Zune
Marketplace, 48 hours of video.
optimised for device and more with
32GB and 64GB versions available.

Wireless

Connect, update and get content

wireless via WiFi and stream songs
directly. Browse the web with full-

featured web-browser.

Display

Multi-touch navigation with 3.3in /
8.3cm 480x722 16:9 OLED screen.
Output 720p HD video via optional
AV Dock with HDMI.

i

Media

Tune into FM Radio or HD Radio

with the integrated tuner and tag
songs for later purchase from the
Zune Marketplace. Lossless audio
and HD video also supported.

Player

Premium entertainment at your
fingertips with multi touch input
capability available in Onyx Black and
Platinum along with later Red, Blue,
Green, Purple and Magenta colours.
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Fpilogue

Zune devices did not last as due to competition and rise of smart phones, so they
were discontinued in 2011. Zune services remained on Xbox and Windows Phone.
However, this changed in 2012 when relaunched as Xbox Music then rebranding
becoming Groove Music in 2015 but discontinued in 2018 and Xbox Video which
became Microsoft Movies/Films & TV in 2015 but discontinued in 2025, ending
around two decades of digital music or video services from Microsoft.

Zune had moments, in the 2008 film Another Cinderella Story featuring Selena Gomez
a Zune was left behind at the ball instead of a glass slipper. Zune famously appeared
in the 2017 film Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 when one was handed to Peter “Star-
Lord” Quill and prominently in the 2023 follow up Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.. 3
where probably many know Zune from. Zune usually was a target of jokes when
making any appearances in films or on TV.

There is little trace of Zune today, although some of the legacy lives on in the design
language of software and services on Windows and Xbox. However, there is a keen
community of Zune owners, many owning unique or rare devices along with many
accessories, merchandise, posters and other paraphernalia about Zune. Those fans
share their passion on social media, including many were kind enough to provide
photos of their Zune devices or collections to be featured in this book.

This now five-year old unofficial photographic journey celebrates and showcases the
history of Zune devices, hardware, services plus the community that keeps it alive to
this day. Hopefully, this brings Zune to new eyes, and although it did not last, it
meant much to be able to own a Zune!

42

Zure




Index

Credits & Acknowledgements

Foreword

Zune 30GB - Keel & Zune 80GB, 120GB - Draco
Zune 4GB, 8GB, 16GB — Scorpius & Zune HD — Pavo
Keel — Zune 30 GB

Draco — Zune 80GB, 120GB

Scorpius — Zune 4GB, 8GB, 16GB

Pavo — Zune HD

Special Editions — Halo 3 Zune 30GB & Gears of War 2 Zune 120GB
Originals — Zune Originals

Accessories

Software

Social

Xbox

Phone

Community

Epilogue

D Ul AW N

10-13
14-17
18 - 21
22 -23
24 - 27
28 - 29
30 - 31
32-33
34 - 35
36 - 37
38 - 41
42

About

Peter Bull is a software developer from the UK and keen fan of anything Microsoft, he
has made sure to get every Xbox console and heard about Zune in 2006 and wanted
one even though it wasn't available in the UK finally got a black Zune 80GB followed
a few years later with a red Zune HD, thanks to a kind person from California who
purchased one from Zune Originals.

When Windows Phone was announced in 2010 and featured Zune services, but not
Zune Cards, a key part of Zune Social where could share what you listened to, Peter
brought this to the platform with ZuneCardr, gaining over 333,000 downloads. He
also ran a website that covered Zune including obtaining assets used in this book.
During an event around that time, he asked Steve Ballmer, CEO of Microsoft at the
time, if Zune was coming to the UK, and he replied “No" adding “It’s all about the
phone now” which was the first time Microsoft officially confirmed this fact which
signalled the beginning of the end for the Zune hardware a few years later. Zune
services lived on for a while on Windows Phone and Xbox but those also ended.

Today there is still a community of Zune owners like Peter, who share their passion
including those who have rare or limited-edition devices and other paraphernalia.
Zunepedia shares a collection of Zune assets in a hopefully interesting way, with
photos from the Zune community to bring delight to the community or people
discovering Zune for the first time and celebrate five years of Zunepedia!
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